could answer in the affirmative must now be very small. The lucifer match has become one of those daily comforts which are so common that we are all, even the poorest of us, grandly ungrateful for them. The lucifer match ! The first part of the name is dropped now ; the supposed diabolism of the flame that springs from the friction of brimstone with sandpaper is forgotten by this Formerly only one thread at a time was so surrounded by the stearine, but now, by an ingenious machine, the strands of cotton yarn, in a bale weighing two-and-a-quarter cwt., are divided into a hundred threads of equal thickness and pass through a plate, the holes in which are of the exact size the taper is to be. The hundred strands of cotton having thus received one bath are dried and wound by machinery on a large drum capable of holding many miles of taper. They pass through another bath and then another till they attain the required diameter, and after that are cut by an ingenious machine into the proper lengths, fixed in a frame, and dipped in the usual way.
With the vestas, unlike the wooden matches, the full frame is given to the packer, who loosens the rows as she wants them, as, being of a different material, they will not stand such rough usage. As we were passing through the room where most of the boxing of the vestas was done, the foreman said, "You must come and see my nursery," and took us into a side room where about twenty young girls not long from school were at work. They were slower and clumsier than their seniors, " But," said the foreman, "if I let them go into the big room at once the elder girls won't show them all the details of the work, but use them to run errands." So he takes them under his special care, and sees that they are treated with due patience until they get used to the work. Very happy and cheerful they seemed over it; and indeed all the workers in the factory seemed well enough contented with their lot, and certainly they were exceptionally rosy and healthy- 
